The right to food is a fundamental
right for every person. This is
recognised in international law as
part of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (art. 11). The South African
Constitution states that:
"Everyone has the right to have
access to sufficient
food"(s27(1)(b)), "Every child has
the right to basic nutrition"
(s28(1)(c)), and "Everyone
detained, including every
sentenced prisoner has a right to
adequate nutrition" (s35(2)(e).
These sections are collectively
called 'right to food'.

In March 2003 FIAN International
convened a workshop with
participants from a range of South
African organisations to discuss
the right to food.

The organisations present at that
workshop agreed that there is a
need for a campaign to assert the
right to food in South Africa.
Amongst other factors, the
workshop noted that over 70% of
rural people live in poverty, 1 in 4
children are stunted by the age of
6, and those most in need often
do not benefit from the grants and
programmes that are supposed to
deal with this crisis.

The workshop defined three main
campaign objectives:

1. Not one more death due to
a lack of access to
adequate food

2. Not one more child's
potential limited by a lack
of basic nutrition

3. Every person to have the
opportunity to produce,
earn, or receive sufficient
support to feed and sustain
themselves

The campaign aims to build on
existing work that contributes to
the achievement of these
objectives. This will be done
through mobilising support, the
dissemination of information, co-
ordination of activities, and
organising of joint events focussed
on the right to food. Current and
envisaged activities include:

1. Mobilisation and advocacy
around laws and policies
like the Food Security Bill,
the implementation of
regulations regarding Social
Relief of Distress in terms
of the Social Assistance Act,
effective implementation of
Land Reforms, changes to
Fishing Regulations, and
the call for a Basic Income
Grant

2. Legal challenges to assert
the right to food and foster
compliance with its
obligations based on
international instruments



and the Bill of Rights.
3. Engagement in processes
and events such as the

investigations into food
price increases and the
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